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London of the existence of letters under Queen Mary's own hand, proving
the fact of her being concerned with the murder of her husband. This
statement follows immediately upon a reference to the passage through
London of de Croc, up to this time French ambassador in Scotland. I t
is impossible to resist the conclusion that the materials used with so
damning an effect by Murray after his return were genuine; and I
observe that this evidence receives due appreciation in the dispassionate
summary of this crucial portion of Mary Stuart's career in Mr. Hender-
son's article on her in the thirty-sixth volume of the ' Dictionary of
National Biography.'

The value of Major Hume's labours is enhanced in their textual portion
by numerous brief elucidatory footnotes, such as have too frequently been
desiderata in other publications of the Bolls series. I may add that I see
little use in retaining in the text itself obvious misspellings, such as-
1 Wittemburg' for ' Wurttemberg' (p. 89 ; where the reference is probably
to the proceedings against Calvinism of Duke Christopher of WUrttemberg)^
I have puzzled over the ' duchess of Blenes,' who appears on p. 102 as a-
sister of that shadow (so far as English matrimonial politics were con-
cerned) the archduke Charles; but I am inclined to think that she stands
for the wife of Duke William of Gleves, to whom her brother might have
been easily supposed desirous of paying a visit on his way to England.
And is the identification of' Hans Guillem' (p. 103) to be looked for in
the same direction ? Obscurities of this sort seem to call for a line of
explanation, such as Major Hume is in general prompt to supply. He is
at the same time well advised in leaving delightful incidental references
like that describing the august mother of the Bacons as ' a tiresome blue-
stocking ' to speak for themselves. The manner of his own ' Introduction'
is generally excellent, although—more especially as most of the readers of
this volume will fetch down Froude from their shelves—it is a pity that
Major Hume too should have adventured so far into the region of the
picturesque. ' Grim and subtle statesmen,' a ' false sleek bishop,'' strong
and steadfast Cecil,'' leaden-footed Philip '—we know them, and would
fain be spared them, all. A. W. WAED.

A Short History of Ireland, from the Earliest Times to 1608. By P. W.
JOYCE, LL.D. (London: Longmans, Green, & Co. 1808.)

DB. JOYCE has exercised a sound judgment in devoting the first 120 pages
of his book to a sketch of the language, literature, laws, and customs of
the ancient Irish people. One of the causes of the neglect into which the
study of Irish history has fallen has been the habit adopted by uncritical
writers of treating as history the early legends and traditions of Ireland
and setting them in the forefront of their volumes. Monkish writers
recast these legends and traditions so as to connect them with classical
and Biblical history, and give them a quasi-historical form. They con-
Btitute, indeed, the groundwork of the bardic literature of Ireland, and as
such are well worthy of study. Treated as mythology by writers such as
M. d'Arboos de Jubainville and Professor Rhys, they have thrown no
small light on the religion of Celtic heathendom; but the facia of history
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to be gleaned from them are few and at the best uncertain. Dr. Joyce
dismisses very briefly the legends of the early colonies and the long list
of pagan kings from Eber Finn and Eremon to Laeghaire. His treatment
of the legends, however, is not satisfactory. As he relates them they are
neither history nor legend. He regards them, indeed, as 'shadowy
memories of real events' (p. 124). We should prefer to see them told
somewhat more fully, as legends, and with something of their supernatural
setting. The reader should be frankly warned that the basis of truth (if
any) in them is undiscoverable, while some indication should be given of
their mythological and ethnological significance. Indeed, Dr. Joyce has
not kept pace with either modern ethnology or archaeology. He speaks
as if all the ancient Irish were of Oeltio stock, and ignores the many
indications that the primitive Ivemians, as the pre-Celtio race or races
have been called, were by no means exterminated, but formed, and to
this day still form, an important racial element in the country. Consist-
ently, perhaps, with his view, he has no hesitation in stating that the
Picts of Scotland were ' a branch of the Goidels or Gaels' (p. 184).
Again, at p. 180 he speaks of ' the Attacottio or plebeian races,' thus
reproducing the unfounded identification of the Aithech Tuatha with the
Attacotti of Boman writers. As regards archeology, he is puzzled to
reconcile the slight and indistinct mention in old Irish literature of bows
and arrows with the fact that flint arrow-heads are found in various parts
of the country (p. 116). The supposed difficulty is due to a want of tune-
perspective. In the same way there is no reference in ancient writings
to the practice of incineration or of dolmen-building, though many a ' cup
of bodkin-pencilled day,' with its full of ashes, attests the former
practice, and many a rude ' lifted rock' the latter.

As we have observed, Dr. Joyce has done well to start by giving some
solid facts about early Ireland, its language, literature, laws, and arts,
thus at the outset interesting the reader in a people who for centuries
worked out their destiny with but little help or hindrance from their
European neighbours. His remarks under these heads are characterised
by accuracy and sobriety. As an instance of the latter quality we may
mention his admission that all the evidence points to Christianity as the
source of the knowledge of writing among the Irish. His account of the
existing Irish books is particularly full and accurate. Incidentally he
mentions what scholars will be glad to learn, that the great work on
which Bishop Beeves was engaged up to the time of his death, an edition
of the ' Book of Armagh,' is ready, and will be published. The leading
features of the Brehon laws are dealt with in as clear a way as the
obscurity of the subject permits. Their great interest lies in the fact that
they represent a body of primitive Aryan customs, preserved and developed
with but little pressure from without. Exception may be taken to the state-
ment with which Dr. Joyce closes his account of pagan Ireland—namely,
that Ptolemy's description of the island is ' much more accurate than thai
he has left us of Great Britain.' It is true that Ptolemy made a curious
mistake in giving to the modern Scotland an easterly direction, but in the
case of Great Britain a much larger proportion of the tribes and towns
mentioned by him has been shown to be correct than in the case of
Ireland. The statement of Tacitus, once more called into requisition to
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prove the paradox that at the end of the first century the harbours of
Ireland (in the hands of native tribes) were better known to commercial
nations than those of Britain (largely occupied by the Romans), does not,
according to the best editors, bear the meaning put upon it. We may
here notice that the absence of a series of historical maps is a great draw-
back to the usefulness of Dr. Joyce's history. No man could have prepared
these maps better than Dr. Joyce himself, but to give, as he does, a map
of Ireland with railways, &c, up to date is wofully insufficient. Again,
in the earlier chapters the excellent plan is adopted of prefixing references
to the principal authorities relied on. This is especially useful for those
who wish to study at first hand any particular period, and nowadays
even the general reader is beginning to find out that the materials of
history are often more instructive and more interesting than history itself.
Unfortunately after the period of Art MacMurrough Kavanagh (temp.
Richard II) Dr. Joyce forsakes this plan, while, however, giving through-
out references on special points in foot notes.

From the time of St. Patrick the materials of Irish history are at any
rate largely increased, and Dr. Joyce has some interesting and judicious
chapters on the religion and learning of the early Christian period, broken
up as it was by the terrible incursions of the Danes in the ninth
century. The weakness of Ireland then, as ever, was that the tribal system
produced a tribal patriotism, but effectually prevented the growth of a
national patriotism. The result was that, with all the long list of so-called
kings, ' there never was a king of Ireland who really ruled the whole
country.' His account of Strongbow's invasion is the most accurate that
has yet appeared. Some well-authenticated details might, however, be
added, and some slight corrections made. The date given for Dermot's
return to Ireland, 1188, is presumably a misprint for 1168, though it is
probable that 1167, the date given by the Four Masters, is the true one.
There is no rocky point on the coast of Wexford known as Dundonnell
(p. 254). The name appears to have been lost, but from the description
contained in Giraldus and in the Old Frenoh poem known as ' The Song
of Dermot' it is probable that the site of Raymond's camp was on the hill
of Drumdowny, near the confluence of the Suir and the Barrow, and that
the precipitous rook overhanging the estuary, known as the White Horse
Rock, was the scene of the massacre of the prisoners. In 1174 Strongbow
was rescued, not actually from Waterford (p. 266), but from Inis Teimhie,
now known as the Little Island, somewhat lower down the river. The period
from the death of King John to the invasion of Edward Bruce, called a
century of turmoil, is passed lightly over. Contemporary authorities are
few. More use might, however, have been made of Sweetman's ' Calendar
of Documents relating to Ireland,' though these volumes are no doubt
hard to digest. This century of turmoil was ' peace itself compared with
the three and a half years of Bruce's expedition.' This wild raid, which
indeed made of all Ireland ' a trembling sod,' had important consequences.
' I t shook the Irish government to its foundation and weakened it for
centuries.1 It marks the turn of the tide of English influence in Ireland,
which never ceased to ebb until, when Henry VIII ascended the throne,
the English pale consisted only of the county of Dublin with portions of
Kildare, Meath, and Louth. Apart from the suppression of the monasteries
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Henry's treatment of Ireland ia described aa ' on the whole considerate
and conciliatory.' He never' contemplated the expulsion or extermination
of the Irish tribes to make room for new colonies.' This was left for his
successors. With Henry, Dr. Joyce considers that the period of invasion
closed, to be followed by the period of insurrection, confiscation, and
plantation. The harshness of Elizabeth towards the natives of Trp.la.nfl
is explained, but not excused, by the well-grounded fear she possessed
that Ireland would be made a base of operations by England's enemies.
Hence it was thought not sufficient to reduce an insurgent chief to sub-
mission. It was necessary to crush nim and his people utterly. As a
result, when, in 1580, a gmn.ll force of Spaniards did land at Smerwiok,
' the peasantry held aloof, trembling with fear of another visitation ' from
Pelham and Ormond. It may well, however, be questioned whether a
more conciliatory policy would not have effected the desired end with
happier consequences. The chapters to the close of the volume are painful
reading to those who love Ireland or are jealous of the good name of
England, and yet it is impossible to say that Dr. Joyce has painted the
picture too black. We have called attention to some errors and short-
comings in Dr. Joyce's work; but these are on comparatively minor
points, and we cannot close the volume without welcoming it as a well-
directed attempt to supply a much-felt want in our historical literature—
namely, that of a trustworthy general history of Ireland written in full
sympathy with Ireland and her people. GODDABD H. OBPEN.

A Boke off Becorde or Begister of Kirkbiekendall. To which are added
the several charters granted by Elizabeth, Charles I, and Charles II.
Edited for the Cumberland and Westmoreland Antiquarian and
Archseological Society by BICHABD S. FBBGUSON, M.A. (Kendal:
T. Wilson. 1892.)

THESE valuable municipal records extend from 1576 to the early part of
•the eighteenth century, and illustrate almost every important side of the
constitutional history of Kendal. They are particularly important for the
study of the craft fraternities—their internal organisation as well as
their relations to the town authorities. The volume is especially rich
in material relating to apprenticeship and the regulation of industry.
There are also some interesting details concerning the Corpus Christi
plays, for the holding of which yearly, according to a document of 1586,
many of the inhabitants ' doo covytt and earnestlye crye.' The records
likewise give some vivid glimpses of the daily life or social customs of the
burgesses. Chancellor Ferguson deserves the thanks of historical students
for undertaking *ni« work. We can do little with the municipal history
of England until more local muniments are printed; every volume of this
sort is valuable to the general historian of town institutions. But it is to
be regretted that the ' Boke off Becorde' is so badly printed. Almost every
page is disfigured by mistakes of transcription, many of which can be
rectified without resort to the original manuscripts. We find, moreover,
some words extended, others in the original abbreviated form; and the
contractions are indicated, on one and the same page, sometimes by a
period, sometimes by a colon, sometimes by a comma, and in some cases
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